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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0062 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV ET SU 

SUBJECT: GOS/EPMG RELATIONS 

1 . IN LENGTHY DISCUSSION JANUARY 27, ACTING SUDANESE CONSUL 
GENERAL A B DFI.M ONTF.M MUSTAFA ELAMIN, REVIEWED FOR ME WHOLE RANGE 
OF SUDANESE-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS UP TO PRESENT. ELAMIN, AS COUN- 
SELOR OF SUDANESE EMBASSY IN ADDIS FOR PAST TWO YEARS, HAS BEEN 
INTIMATELY INVOLVED IN STEP-BY-STEP DEVOLUTION OF THIS RELATION- 
SHIP. HIS ACCOUNT IS REPLETE WITH EXAMPLES OF HOW DIFFICULT IT 
HAS BEEN FOR HIS GOVT TO DETERMINE JUST WHAT POLICY THE EPMG 
WAS FOLLOWING TOWARD SUDAN. AT NO TIME HAS SUDAN BEEN CONFIDENT 
THAT SENIOR EPMG OFFICIALS, INCLUDING DIRG MEMBERS, EITHER ON 
VISIT TO KHARTOUM OR IN ADDIS WERE IN FACT SPEAKING FOR MORE THAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ASMARA 00062 271437Z 

JUST A FACTION IN THE RULING CLIQUE. REPEATED INCONSISTENCIES 
BETWEEN CONFIDENTIAL DEMARCHES, PUBLIC STATEMENTS, OFFICIALLY 
SANCTIONED PRESS ACCOUNTS, AND MILITARY ACTIONS HAVE BY NOW SO 
CONFUSED SUDANESE OFFICIALS THAT THE GOS IS VERY WARY OF RELYING 
ON EPMG STATEMENTS, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, AND CAN DETECT NO UNDER- 
LYING COHERENCY IN ETHIOPIA'S POLICY TOWARD IT. SUDAN HAS HESIT- 
ATED TO ACCEPT THE VIEW THAT THE EPMG IS FUNDAMENTALLY COMMITTED 
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TO HOSTILITY TOWARD SUDAN AND HAS BEEN INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT 
ETHIOPIA'S UNDENIABLE SUPPORT OF THE ANSARS AND LIBYA AGAINST 
SUDAN WAS NOT A CONCERTED DIRG POLICY BUT RATHER THE WORK OF ONE 
"WING" ONLY. THIS FAITH IS, HOWEVER, WEARING THIN AND GOS 
RECENT OUTBURSTS ARE DESIGNED TO WARN THE EPMG THAT SUCH A POLICY 
IS NARROWLY SHORT-SIGHTED, PARTICULARLY WHEN LOGICALLY ETHIOPIA 
SHOULD BE SEEKING ALL THE SUPPORT IT CAN GARNER FROM ITS NEIGHBORS 
FOR ITS POSITION VIS-A-VIS DJIBOUTI THIS SUMMER, PRESUMABLY 
A GUT ISSUE FOR THE EPMG. 

2. ELAMIN SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WAS ACTIVELY SEEKING THE HELP OF 
OTHER INTERESTED AFRICAN STATES IN "MEDIATING" (HIS WORD) THIS 
DEVELOPING CONFRONTATION WITH ETHIOPIA. 

3. ELAMIN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE EPMG HAD SOME CAUSE FOR ITS OWN 
SUSPICIONS OF THE GOS ATTITUDE TOWARD ETHIOPIA, SUSPECTING THAT 
"ARAB PETROLEUM DOLLARS" WERE INFLUENCING THE GOS TO FUNNEL 
ACTIVE SUPPORT TO THE ERITREAN INSURGENT GROUPS. ELAMIN INSISTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS SINCERE IN ITS WILLINGNESS TO 
HELP ARRANGE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION FOR ERITREA AND WAS NOT SEEKING 
TO SUPPORT A BREAK-AWAY PROVINCE. SINCE RELATIONS HAD NOW DETER- 
IORATED TO THE POINT WHERE NEITHER GOVERNMENT TRUSTED THE OTHER, 
THE GOS WAS TRYING TO ELICIT SUPPORT FROM NEIGHBORING AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENTS TO MEDIATE AND RESTORE SOME MEASURE OF SANITY TO THIS 
RELATIONSHIP. 

4. COMMENT: ELAMIN MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THE GOS WAS 
DETERMINED TO MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT TO PREVENT THE FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENT OF CLOSER ETHIOPIAN/LIBYAN RELATIONS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ASMARA 00062 271437Z 

SLUTZ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, HISTORY 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ASMARA00062 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770030-0601 
Format: TEL 
From: ASMARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 97701 14/aaaaamcg.tel 

Line Count: 98 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9ed238d0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3490350 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOS/EPMG RELATIONS 
TAGS: PGOV, ET, SU 
To: STATE ADDIS ABABA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9ed238d0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



